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Montana’s 1972 Constitution: Challenges after 50 Years

Honorary Co-Chairs
Former Governor Ted Schwinden (Now Deceased)
Former Governor Marc Racicot
Former Governor Brian Schweitzer
Former Governor Steve Bullock
Former Senator/Ambassador Max Baucus
Officers
Retired Leg. Services - Susan Byorth Fox – Chair 
Historian Evan Barrett – Vice Chair
League of Women Voters Nancy Leifer – Sec./Treas.

Board Members
Norma Bixby - Lame Deer
Dorothy Bradley – Clyde Park
Bob Brown – Whitefish
Emily Cross – Billings
Pete Helland – Glasgow
Joel Krautter – Billings/Sidney                                
Delegate Mae Nan Ellingson – Missoula (Ex Officio)
Two Current Vacancies

P.O. Box 436 – Billings, MT 59103

www.montanaconstitution.org 
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MONTANA’S CONSTITUTIONS
1866 Territorial Constitution – 55 Delegates – Helena – Helena 
– Called by Acting Territorial Governor Thomas Francis 
Meagher – Unauthorized by Congress
Completed and taken to St. Louis for printing, where it was lost – 
No copy exists.

1884 Territorial (Pre-statehood) Constitution – 45 Delegates – 
Helena – President W.A. Clark
Sent to Congress, Statehood request not accepted by Congress

1889 Statehood Constitution – 75 Delegates – Helena – 
President W.A. Clark
Statehood request accepted by Congress

1972 State Constitution (Replacement) – 100 Delegates – Helena 
– President Leo Graybill, Jr.
Ratified by 50.55% of voters on June 6, 1972 (116,415 For - 113,883 
Against)
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The Roots of the 1972 Constitutional 
Convention emerged from what grew from 
the Seeds planted by the 1889 Constitution

COPPER 
COLLAR
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COPPER COLLAR

IN 1889 THE “POWERFUL” CREATED A 
CONSTITUTION THAT SERVED THEIR 

INTERESTS

Overall Ineffective  Government

Weak Executive

Secretive Legislature

Non-Accountable Judiciary

Special Provisions to protect powerful 
economic interests 
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Anaconda Company created by Marcus Daly – 1891

Major Milestones Regarding Montana 
Mining/Smelting Industrialization

Anaconda Company sold by Marcus Daly to 
Standard Oil interests in 1899 (Daly died in 1900)

Anaconda Company becomes Amalgamated – 1899

Amalgamated absorbs & consolidates Heinze & Clark 
properties and becomes Anaconda Copper Mining Company 

(ACM)  – 1906
ACM becomes 5th largest corporation in world before decline

COPPER COLLAR
17
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COPPER COLLAR

Montana’s 
Shame

The naked 
ambition & 
excess of          

W.A. Clark
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1903 Shutdown
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COPPER COLLAR

Martial Law in Butte 1914 - 1921 
Following the dynamiting of the Butte Miners’ Union all on North Main Street, martial law was 

declared in Butte in 1914. The governor sent the entire force of the Montana National Guard to 
restore law and order in the Mining City. They arrived by armored train. Martial law remained in 
place for seven years until 1921. It is known as the longest period of military occupation in the 

U.S. since the Reconstruction Era. They were assisted by about 300 employees of the 
Amalgamated Copper Co. who were designated special deputies.
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COPPER COLLAR
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COPPER COLLAR

26



Montana’s 1972 Constitution:
Challenge and Change

Created by Evan Barrett, Oct 2024 9

Montana’s 1972 Constitution: Challenge & Change
27

Montana’s 1972 Constitution: Challenge & Change

COPPER COLLAR
Varied 

Activities 
of      

ACM’s 
“Boss” 

Snobbins
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COPPER COLLAR
Varied 

Activities 
of      

ACM’s 
“Boss” 

Snobbins
Governor John Erickson
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COPPER COLLAR
“Anaconda, a company aptly 

named, has a constrictorlike grip 
on much that goes on, and 

Montana is the nearest thing to a 
‘colony’ of any American state ….”

~~John Gunther, Inside USA, 1947~~

33



Montana’s 1972 Constitution:
Challenge and Change

Created by Evan Barrett, Oct 2024 12

Montana’s 1972 Constitution: Challenge & Change

C
O 
P 
P 
E 
R

C 
O  
L  
L  
A 
R

34

Montana’s 1972 Constitution: Challenge & Change

COPPER COLLAR
ACM control included 
ownership of virtually 

all daily newspapers   
in Montana
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COPPER COLLAR
Montana newspaper 
readers are “worse 

informed about their own 
affairs than the inhabitants 
of almost any other state.”
 ~~The Economist, 1957~~
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1968 Legislative Council Report
1889 Constitution - 262 Sections in 
the 20 substantive articles

48% or 124 sections were deemed 
adequate as written but could be 
improved

20% or 53 sections needed to be 
revised

32% or 85 sections should be 
repealed
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133,882      
to             

71,643     
65% in Favor

58 Dems 
36 GOP   

6 Ind
116,415 to             

113,883     
50.5% in Favor
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Conducted 
research and 

prepared 
reports 

(essentially 
books) on all 
Sections of 

Constitution 
as 1970 

Election 
Progressed 

Dale 
Harris

1969 Legislature
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Ballot Language – 1970 General

Question: Call a constitutional 
convention to revise, alter or 

amend the constitution?
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Montana League of Women Voters

Fought for 
Passage of 
Convention 

Call and 
then 

Ratification
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Fought for Passage of Convention 
Call and then Ratification

American Association of University 
Women (AAUW)  Montana Chapter
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Dale 
Harris

Sets up the election of delegates, the 
Convention and all procedures
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Con Con Election Schedule

No Current Elected 
Official Could Run
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Montana’s 100 Constitutional Convention 
Delegates gathered in the State House 

Chambers in the State Capitol - early 1972.
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Nineteen Montana women also 
wrote the Constitution (19 of 100)

1971 
Legislature 

had only      
2 women    

out of 154 
members
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12

5 9
7

8

46
1Virginia 

Blend, 
2Grace 
Bates, 
3Jean 

Bowman, 
4Daphne 
Bugbee, 

5Dorothy 
Eck, 

6Arlyne 
Reichert, 
7Lucille 

Speer, 
8Edith 

Van 
Buskirk, 

and 
9Margare
t Warden

Delegates who were members  of the League of Women Voters

3
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Constitutional 
Convention 

Delegate 
Districts

Multi-
Member, 

not 
Single 

Member, 
Districts
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Youngest Delegate – Age 24

Oldest Delegate – Age 73

Mae Nan Robinson

Lucille Speer

62

Montana’s 1972 Constitution: Challenge & Change

Seating alphabetically, not by 
Party -- Shared Committee 

Chairmanships 
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LAST OF THE 100
Living Constitutional Convention Delegates

Franklin Arness – Libby - Now: 
Delaware
Mae Nan (Robinson) Ellingson – 
Missoula
Gene Harbaugh – Poplar - Now: New 
Mexico
Lynn (Sparks) Keeley – Butte - Now: 
Arizona

Jerry Loendorf – Helena
Lyle Monroe – Great Falls - Now: 
Arizona
Marshall Murray – Kalispell - Now: 
Oregon
Bob Vermillion – Shelby - Now: Great 
Falls

Only 8 of the 100 are still with us.
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Preamble
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Declaration of Rights
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Declaration 
of Rights
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Executive Branch

Twenty Department Limit

Strong Governor
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Legislative Branch
Single Member Districts

Reapportionment 
Commission

All Votes Recorded

From 60 to 90 Days
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Judicial Branch
Judicial Nominations 

Commission (?)

Judicial Standards  
Commission

Longer Terms
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Revenue & Finance
Tax Equalization

Unified Investment
Highway $ Non-Diversion
State & Local Debt Limit

Independent Appeals
State Appraisal

Coal Tax Trust Fund
Resource Indemnity 

Trust
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Local Government

Self-Governing

Consolidation

Regular Review
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Education
Board of Public 

Education

Board of Education

Board of Regents 
Independence

Equity (Quality & $$)

Sectarian Prohibition
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Public Lands
Land Board

Public Lands

Held in Trust

Not Disposed of without 
following law and 
getting real value 

Can swap land
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Openness & Right-to-Know
Right to Know 

(Balanced)

Right of Privacy

Public Records

Right of Participation
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Other Highlights

Indian Education for all

Right to a clean and 
healthful environment
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133,882      
to             

71,643     
65% in Favor

58 Dems 
36 GOP   

6 Ind
116,415 to             

113,883     
50.5% in Favor
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Gov. Forrest Anderson
Governor 

January 1969 - January1973

Role in Constitution

Quiet Support

Executive Reorganization

Certification of Election
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• Your Montana Constitution guarantees you a strong Right of Privacy, enjoy it and protect it
• Your Montana Constitution guarantees you a strong Right-to-Know what your government is doing including 

open meetings and records – take advantage of it and protect it
• Your Montana Constitution is the only constitution that guarantees you the Right to Participate in your 

government before decisions are made – use it and protect it
• Your Montana Constitution provides you a constitutional right to a Clean & Healthful Environment – enjoy it and 

protect it
• Your Montana Constitution requires All Votes in the Legislature to be Publically Recorded so you’ll know what 

your legislators are doing.
• Your Montana Constitution guarantees you a Right to Keep & Bear Arms that is stronger than the US Constitution
• Your Montana Constitution guarantees you a Right to Vote that is stronger than the US Constitution
• Your Montana Constitution guarantees you an independent & non-partisan Judiciary (court system) 
• Your Montana Constitution guarantees you the right to vote on another Constitutional Convention every 20 

years, the next time in 2030
• Your Montana Constitution Protects MT’s hunting & fishing heritage
• Under your Montana Constitution all state lands are held in trust for the people of Montana
• Under your Montana Constitution the state government must maintain a balanced budget
• Your Montana Constitution requires a balanced independent citizen commission to redraw our legislative district 

lines every 10 years.

DID YOU KNOW?
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The Current & 
Ongoing Challenges 
to the Constitution
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67 Bill Draft Requests for Proposed Constitutional 
Amendments to be Submitted to the People in 2024
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19 Became Introduced Bills – None Achieved the 100 
Votes  Needed to be Submitted to the People in 2024

5 on Redistricting  Regents  Judicial System  Pirvacy/Abortion   Guns
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GOP “Bottom Up” Revision Efforts

Pass Unconstitutional Bills

Hope they go unchallenged

Appropriate $2.4 million to pay for 
attorneys to defend Legislature’s 

Unconstitutional Products
Condemn the Courts for Doing their 

Constitutional Duty
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Looking Forward

Watch for Events

Learn About Constitution

Follow Court Cases

Prepare for 2030 Vote
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